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Hi Guys
Summer has ended in a bang. . . Crazy weather. A lot of members have been
showing pics of damage from the latest storm. Oh My… welcome to the
country. What I can say is that disasters bring the neighbors together.
The storm skirted around me and slammed into some of our member’s
places. When you get a chance ask Audrey what a Flash Flood looks like.. my
oh my. Oh my friend you are one lucky gal. I am glad your vehicle made it
thru.
The membership drive event will be in November at Fobes Ranch. The date
is Sunday November 13 . Come in on Saturday afternoon for some other
things we have planned. Mark your calendar. Our committee is working
their behinds off. Make sure you attend to see what we have in store. We
always have enough laughs to go around!
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We are a strong group of members and I hope we are meeting everyone’s
expectations. If not please call me. Welcome new members !
Mike found a utility trailer. Yeah, now we can get better organized to have
all our “goods” in one place. . . Audrey will be inventorying the items. Please
contact Audrey or myself if you have items that are BCHC and have been
waiting for the time to get them out of your sheds or garages.
Mike Lewis is still working on the packing Clinic. He spoke with Andy and
explained what our interactions with the packing and forestry are. Come to
the next meeting for more details.
We all got together and worked on the south side of Cahuilla to assist the
Forestry to help keep motorcycles off the mountain. Don’t underestimate
cowgirls. Tough bunch, there was no bloodshed or cryin’. Thanks to all that
came out. . . Good times!
There was a handful of Redshank members that went up to support the San
Gorgonio Unit’s annual treasure hunt ride at Fobes. We all had a great time.
A few hours into our adventure our horses had thought we lost our minds.
They were so confused because it seemed to them we needed their help in
assisting us in returning to camp. They did not realize we were not lost just
(Continued on page 2)
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roaming aimlessly in circles. Our group came back to camp and un-tacked our horses, grabbed a drink
and sat and discussed what our clues were to obtain our treasures.. Wow, next time we won’t un-tack
so soon; Oops the horses thought they were done with their day but, NOT. We tacked back up to ride
out to the treasure chest. . . We are a bunch of dorks! Thanks Anne and Gil for allowing Joe and I to
play with your team. We need to go back to Fobes and continue the treasure hunt. Joe lost a
shoe! Now you know why Audrey calls him “Shoeless Joe”.
The October monthly meeting will be at the Little Red School House at 7pm on October 13 . The
Board meeting will be at 5 pm at the 371 Diner followed by the event committee at 6pm also at the
Diner.
th

We will have a presentation after our meeting on the packing clinic we attended this summer, and we
can also get Mike to talk about the trip he went on which was the wagon trip in Nevada.
Life’s short, ride often!!! It’ll keep ya sane. Cya on the trails,
Stacy
*For your convenience, all board members contact information is on the 1st page of each newsletter

Should more of Beauty Mountain be declared wilderness?
Reprinted from SignOn San Diego
Written by Mike Lee Sept 23,2011
As interest swells in expanding federal wilderness areas in San Diego County, efforts are also growing to curb the nation’s highest
level of land protection.
It’s part of the long-running tug-of-war between those who want more restrictions on public lands against those who want more
access for industry and recreation. The theme runs through the past century of American history and typically pits pro-business
Republicans against pro-environment Democrats — though there are notable exceptions.


Only Congress can designate wilderness but just about anyone can propose it. Recommendations often come from federal land
agencies or interest groups. The House and the Senate must agree on which areas
should be designated and their exact boundaries. Proposals are then forwarded to
the president to sign or veto. The process can take decades.



Land classification is a spectrum ranging from urban areas to wilderness. Major
federal categories of land include proposed wilderness, roadless areas and
recreation areas.

• Four federal agencies share oversight of wilderness areas, which can overlap
with other designations such as national parks. The management agencies are
Bureau of Land Management, Fish and Wildlife Service, Forest Service and
National Park Service.
• Some wild lands that do not meet the criteria for wilderness are protected as
national parks, forests, monuments, conservation areas, wildlife refuges, wild and
scenic rivers, and other designations that each have their own rules for appropriate
activities. Source: wilderness.net

Federal wilderness

One of those is in North County, where Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Vista, in January sponsored a bill to add about 21,000 acres of
wilderness to the existing Agua Tibia and Beauty Mountain wildernesses. Last week, a top official from the U.S. Interior
Department visited Beauty Mountain and on Monday Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., introduced companion legislation for Issa’s
bill in the Senate.
Bipartisan backing dramatically increases the chances for new wilderness, a formal land designation that generally excludes roads,
buildings, power lines and other types of development to protect some of the nation’s most pristine vistas. Americans make
millions of trips to wilderness areas each year for hiking, backpacking, camping, canoeing and other non- motorized activities.
(Continued on page 3)
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But many people want to see limits on wilderness, which they criticize as evidence of an overreaching federal government that seeks
to deny land use by taxpayers. In April, Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Bakersfield, introduced the Wilderness and Roadless Area Release
Act. He said it would release about 43 million acres of “wilderness study areas” and “inventoried roadless areas” for broader public
use.
Only Congress can officially designate wilderness under the 1964 Wilderness Act, and parcels with wilderness potential typically
are managed to avoid altering their character until a decision is made. “Millions of acres of land across the United States are being
held under lock and key unnecessarily,” McCarthy said when his legislation
was announced.
All of the 14,063-acre wilderness study area at Beauty Mountain was
determined to be unsuitable for final adoption in a 1991 report by the Bureau
of Land Management. The decision was largely due to private land
“inholdings” that complicated management of the area, but those parcels have
since been acquired by the bureau and agency officials said they no longer
present a challenge.
A bureau spokeswoman said the Beauty Mountain study area would no longer
be protected as it has been should McCarthy’s bill pass, though the legislation
wouldn’t prevent Boxer and Issa from passing their own bill to categorize it as
wilderness.
McCarthy is majority whip in the House, and backers expect his legislation to
pass that chamber and face a stiffer test in the Democratically controlled
Senate.
Opponents such as Paul Spitler at The Wilderness Society advocacy group in
Washington, D.C., call McCarthy’s legislation “the greatest threat to
wilderness in the 75-year history of our organization.” He called it the “great outdoors giveaway” and said Congress should address
wilderness areas on a case-by-case basis. Spitler said McCarthy has underestimated the amount of land that would lose protections
under his bill by roughly 20 million acres.
“What you are seeing right now on the national stage are two dramatically different visions for how to treat the American
landscape,” Spitler said. Congress passed the Wilderness Act in 1964 and said qualifying parcels must be “undeveloped Federal land
retaining its primeval character and influence, without permanent improvement or human habitation.” It also said wilderness “shall
be devoted to the public purposes of recreation, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation and historic use.” Since the 1960s,
designated wilderness areas have grown almost every year so that they now include more than 109 million acres nationwide.
California follows only Alaska in the expanse of wilderness, with about 15 million acres under what’s considered a permanent
classification. Wilderness areas are managed by federal agencies including the National Park Service and the Forest Service.
One of the most ambitious wilderness campaigns culminated in 1994 when then-President Bill Clinton signed the California Desert
Protection Act and added about 7.7 million acres of wilderness on the eastern edge of the California.
In 2007, Boxer proposed 2.4 million acres of additional wilderness in the state, including about 45,000 acres in San Diego County.
Roughly half of the statewide total has since been designated in places where Boxer’s goals found wide support.
For instance, Rep. Mary Bono Mack, R-Palm Springs, lead a successful effort in 2009 to set aside roughly 190,000 acres of
wilderness in Riverside County. Pieces of the Agua Tibia and Beauty Mountain wilderness areas were among those signed into law
— but not the sections in San Diego County.
Issa pushed for the lands in his district to be included that year, but Spitler said all the wilderness bills that passed in 2009 were
holdovers from the prior Congress and Issa’s bill didn’t make the cut.
“You could say they were half done in 2009 and now it’s time to do the other half,” Spitler said. Meanwhile, McCarthy’s legislation
had a House committee hearing in July and has picked up supporters along the way, including the Bakersfield-based Off-Road
Business Association, which represents companies in San Diego County and elsewhere.
Federal agencies need to clean house when it comes to potential wilderness areas that have been sitting around for years without
being designated by Congress, said Fred Wiley, the association’s president and chief executive. “We just want to see them released”
and managed with fewer restrictions, he said. But Wiley agrees that some areas deserve the title of wilderness and said his group
has backed the efforts by Bono Mack and Issa. “It’s a complicated game,” he said. “You have to get down to study the real facts
based on (each) area by itself. … There are just so many things that have to be looked at.”

Submitted by Stacy Kuhns
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Redshank Riders Sept. 8, 2011
Meeting Minutes
Location: Little Red Schoolhouse, Anza
Meeting began at 7:04 pm

Gift baskets will be awarded to the best helpers.

New Business: Equine

Affaire is back on - Feb

2 - 4, 2012.

Rides:

13 Attendees/ 1 guest: Bobbie Harrison

The San Gorgornio Unit Treasure Hunt Ride was
on Sept 17th at Fobes Ranch 9 am.

Anne read the minutes from Sept. Mike moved to
accept and Gill 2nd.

Oct ride PCT @ Live Oak date TBA (61 mi)

Treasurers Report: Mike reported for both
July and August. Ending balance: $6,642.31

Membership Report: Correction: Gretchen
& Jack Peckham are a new family membership.
Carol is looking for a better way to keep track of
new members. All applications & checks are to go
through her. She would also like to be involved in
Membership at the State level.

Project on Desert Divide Oct 10 - 23. We are
hoping to use our new tools and provide packing
support.
Tule Springs work party : SCA is doing work and
looking for volunteers Nov. 11 - 19
Christmas Party Ride Dec. 4th, we are looking for
a location and host.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:26 pm

There was discussion about the cost of printing
and mailing the newsletter. Stacy made a motion
to charge $17 for hard copy mailed and it passed
unanimously.

Trail Development & Maintenance:
Cahuilla Mtn. project - one walk through gate on
the North side and two on the South side are
needed. Materials required were discussed for the
work party on the 25th.

Adopt a Highway: will be scheduled for a
Sunday in October.

Public Lands: Next month there is a BOD
meeting in Visalia.

Education: No report
Newsletter: Next month we will vote on a
name.

Historian:

No report

Unfinished Business: It was clarified that we
are looking for a single axle trailer. Let Mike
know if you find one to be considered.
Treasure Hunt will be Sunday November 13th.
Looking for raffle donations. Lori Stanton is in
charge of the raffle. (see pg 9 for info)

Unit Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 13th 7:00 pm
At the Little Red School House
Hwy 371 & Contreras, Anza
Map & directions at
www.redshankriders.com/rsrimages/littleredschoolhousedirections-web.pdf
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Ramona Trail Ride
Sept. 25, 2011
Submitted by Ron Korman

It was a picture-perfect day! And all
the riders were on-time, including
two Backcountry Horse ladies from
Norco and Nuevo.
We left the Ramona trailhead in
Garner Valley at 9:05, not bad for a
scheduled 9AM departure. The trail
was in amazingly good shape,
considering it had endured three
days of earlier heavy thunderstorms.

When Sandy and I had pre-rode the
intended ride, we found that the
normally-reliable Tool Box Springs
had NO WATER! So we sweettalked Gretchen and Jack Peckham
to haul horse water by car up to the
Tool Box Springs campground,
which is (seemingly) 3 million miles
on USFS road 6S13 from Garner
Valley. Not only did they bring
water, they brought apples for the
horses, and fresh-baked cookies for
the riders...what a treat!

(Continued on page 6)
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When all the goodies were gone, and
the subsequent discussions solved "all
the problems of the world"; we got
back in the saddles, and headed west
on Thomas Mountain to the singletrack loop trail that offered some
"interesting" challenges (like a saddle
horn- high fallen tree).

Amazingly, we ended the ride with
the same number of people we
started with-and all were vertical!
It was still a picture-perfect day!
Sandy and Ron Korman
Co-trail bosses
To See More photos go to
www.RedshankRiders.com & click on the
Photos link for this ride.

We’ve got a new utility trailer. Please contact
Audrey or Stacy if you have BCHC items and
have been waiting for the time to get them out
of your sheds or garages. Thanks Mike for
finding this for us.
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If you would like to donate raffle item(s) see page 9 for information.
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Work Party on Cahuilla South Side Trail Head
Submitted by Stacy
What a nice day. The weather was
good and we had a great turn out
to help the forestry to keep
motorcycles off of Cahuilla..
Marsha Houle was the driving
force to gather us all up. Mike
Lewis has learned by past horse
gates installed to bring out the
power tools. The Auger became
our new best friend. Andy helped
direct our BCHC crew to what was
needed. He split us into two
groups and then the fun began.
The sleeves were rolled up and we
were off. Mike started auguring
holes, the gals brought in the concrete. We even caught Anne hosting the t post slammer a time or two. Good for us the
ground wasn’t stone. We were slamming t posts, carrying buckets of water. We may not be a bunch of youngsters but I’ll tell
ya we make up for it in smartness, and brawn. This project did not
take as long as expected. We stopped for a fantastic BBQ lunch at
Denise and Glen Hicketheir’s place.. They helped out and cooked up
for our crew, what is cool about that is they are not even in BCHC.
Denise said she wanted to help us out since we are doing good on the
mountain that helps all riders.. Yeah, BTW the food was purchased by
an anonymous
donation..
THANKS.
Geri Ortega
was up the
trail working
with
Alison
and Forestry
Dave. Ron and Sandy Korman were hustling keeping up with Mike. I
got to meet Gretchen and Jack Peckham.. Hey Jack you can come
stretch wire anytime at my camp… Terry W can in later in the am
and help stretch wire with us. If I missed any workers, sorry. I
want to thank everyone that came out and spent part of their
Saturday helping the project with the forestry. W will be getting
together soon and installing another horse gate on the north side of
the mountain. These projects strengthen our interaction with the
agencies.. THANKS AGAIN !!

Oct 2 - Riverside Recreational Trails Ride ~ www.rrtrails.com
Oct 10-23—Project on Desert Divide
Oct 13—RSR unit general meeting @ Little Red Schoolhouse
Nov 11-19—PCTA Work Party at Tule Springs
Nov 13 - RSR TTH—Membership Drive/Ride @ Fobes Ranch
Dec 4—Christmas Party Ride TBA

9

Feds Scan North County for Wilderness Areas
Reprinted from Sign On San Diego
Written by Mike Lee Sept. 16,2011
One of the nation's top public land officials is visiting San Diego County on Saturday to assess a potential wilderness area in the
backcountry. It's a signal that more North County land could receive the nation's highest form of safeguards against development.
As part of the U.S. Department of the Interior’s efforts to support local conservation efforts, deputy Secretary David Hayes plans
visits to areas in New Mexico and California that have been proposed for wilderness designation by Congress.
"We view the secretary’s current efforts as a positive indication that public lands resource protection is once again a priority in
Washington," said Geoffrey Smith. He is the founder of Wilderness4All, a network of people and organizations dedicated to
promoting federal wilderness in California.
Despite that sense of optimism, wilderness designations can be politically dicey. In places, residents oppose them as a sign of an
overreaching federal government while in others they are welcomed for their ability to protect watersheds and pristine hiking
areas.
In June, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar told Hayes to seek input from members of Congress, state and local officials, tribes and
federal land managers about lands that are good candidates for Wilderness Act safeguards. Hayes is preparing to deliver a report
to the Salazar and Congress about the areas that his department believes can be the basis for a “bipartisan wilderness agenda" for
the 112th Congress.
"The protection of America’s wilderness for hunting, fishing, and backcountry recreation can be a unifying issue that mobilizes us
to a common purpose," said Adam Fetcher, press secretary for the Interior Department. "Deputy Secretary Hayes is touring the
Beauty Mountain Wilderness Area as part of Interior’s commitment to support locally-driven conservation initiatives and working
with members of Congress to advance their priorities for wilderness designations in their states and districts."
To qualify for wilderness status, lands must already be federal property controlled by the Forest Service, the National Park Service
and other agencies. Wilderness parcels generally exclude roads, buildings and power lines. After an area is designated as
wilderness, the agencies can no longer reconfigure land-use plans to include development such as off-road vehicle courses,
backcountry resorts and logging operations.
The Beauty Mountain and Agua Tibia Act of 2011, sponsored by Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Vista, would add more than 7,796 acres of
public land to the existing Agua Tibia Wilderness and expand the Beauty Mountain Wilderness by an additional 13,635 acres.
Agua Tibia is enjoyed by thousands of hikers and equestrians each year who travel through it on the rugged Cutca Trail. It is
managed by the Forest Service, an arm of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and isn't under Hayes' jurisdiction.
Beauty Mountain, operated by the Interior Department's Bureau of Land Management, is described by wilderness advocates as a
“scenic jewel draped in chaparral, fascinating rock formations and oak woodlands.”
Smith said Beauty Mountain represents "a crucial habitat linkage between the coastal mountains and the Anza-Borrego Desert."
"More than a decade of focused efforts by legions of volunteer wilderness proponents, and a number of key land purchases
facilitated by government agencies working with key nonprofit conservation organizations (such as) The Conservation Fund and
The Wilderness Land Trust has resulted in a … public land resource that is ripe for designation as federal wilderness," Smith
said.
Submitted by Stacy Kuhns

Our membership drive/ride will be November 13th, 2011 at Fobes Ranch. Our raffle committee is requesting any
contribution you may be interested in donating. For your generous gift you will receive a donation confirmation and a
big THANK YOU.
Please contact Laurie Stanton, StantonLA@aol.com or (760) 468~2183, prior to November 1st and she will gladly
come by and pick up your item. (See the event flyer on page 7.)

RedShank Riders
BCHC
P.O. BOX 383
Aguanga, Ca 92536

10

