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Hi Gang  

Well I hope everyone has dug out of the tundra. We got to see icicles on 
horse eyelashes and that was crazy. We have all been behind the scenes working on 
the BIG EVENT, The Bunny Treasure Hunt on Sunday April 15th. If you haven’t had a 
chance, give Carol a holler and get registered. Oh man, This is gonna be awesome. 
Laurie has been running around and gathering up items for the raffle. Oh my. there 
are over 40 items and they are all very kool stuff.  You have done a spectacular job 
Laurie and have put a lot of effort in this project. Laurie is a new member less than a 
year) and she jumped right in. Our raffles generate most of our event income. I am 
very hopeful we will do very well.  This is where all members step in. I challenge you 
to attend the event and bring along a friend to sign up as a new member. We are 
giving new members $5.00 in raffle tickets! So tell all your friends what a fun time 
we have and come join up. All riders will receive a “goody bag” supplied by some of 
our sponsors. Audrey and I had to “test out” the taco Bar, Oh yum. That was good 
stuff. 

We are doing the raffle in a style that will let you win what you want to. If 
there is one item you just gotta have, then put a bunch of your tickets in the 
container, that will improve your odds!! Wow I was looking over the list of items and 
we have items that are great to get even if you do not have a horse at this time. 
There are tickets for Palm Springs Tram, Pirates adventure dinner, Oh there are 
some very cool hand crafted items from the talented ones from our unit; including 
painting, leather work, clothing, wood working, etc. Wow, there are so many choices 
to make. There are aluminum stirrups, Tack, Dental float ($200.00), food items, 
haircuts and trims.  This is a partial list, there are so many choices. 

We are very excited to do the treasure hunt event in Garner Valley this year. 
What a pretty place to hang out at and ride. We will be doing some education on 
gentle use and livestock restraint on sat afternoon. Chuck will be the chief spaghetti 
man on sat night. We will be all hanging out around the camp fire at the spaghetti 
potluck and swapping horse stories and telling lies. Come join us for the weekend. 

Mark your calendar, you are now busy riding to Eagle Rock on Sunday May 
13th. What a great way to spend Mothers day, doing what YOU want…I will be hosting 
the ride. If you have ridden the PTC from the fire station on Hwy 79, You are in for 
a treat, coming from the other side.  It is very different terrain from the other side 
(barrel Springs). This is a good easy ride. It has a water crossing and a step over to 
negotiate.  Well once I rode there and we came across a bazillion grass hoppers that 
we were apparently in their way, they were everywhere. It turned out ok, we laughed 
about it later. Flyer is in newsletter. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Redshank Riders March 8, 2012  
Meeting Minutes 
Location: Little Red Schoolhouse 
Meeting began at 7:10 pm 
16 Attendees , one guest Robert (w/ Susan).  Anne 
read the minutes from February; Gil moved to accept, 
Chuck 2nd. 

Treasurers Report: Mike reported income from  
raffle/pack saddle, sponsorships and dues rebates. 
No expenses. 

Ending balance $4,875.54 

Membership Report: Carol reported that we lost 8 
members last month and 8 more memberships due 
to expire in April. There will be a membership 
booth at the Treasure Hunt. Membership checks 
and Treasure Hunt entry checks must be made out 
separately. 

Trail Development & Maintenance: Mike will hold 
another Packing Clinic sometime after June. 

There will be a Trail Skills College teaching 
reconstruction and maintenance made available 
from a grant from REI. Date TBA. 

Adopt a Highway:  No report  

Public Lands: Our contribution was greater than 
originally calculated. The updated amount is 
$42,064.36. 

Laurie announced that the local paper (High 
Country Journal) wants to do an article about RSR.

Education: Tom will be doing a “Leave No Trace” 
demo at the TH Ride on Saturday. 

Newsletter:  Not present ~ no report 

Historian:  Carol is working on the 2012 book and 
has received photos from Mike, Stacy, Laurie & 
Rhonda. 

 

Unfinished Business: No report  

New Business:  Laurie is looking into setting up a 
CPR class for RSR members. Audrey needs the 
Round Pen raffle tickets or the monies collected by 
3/20 for Rendezvous. Gill is going to pick up the 
brush saw from Pete’s. 

Ron announced that the Forest Service has 
purchased Garner Valley Ranch as well as part of 
Flemming Ranch. 

The Forest Service’s budget has been cut so 
volunteers for trail maintenance are needed. 

 

Rides:  Next ride is with Allison on the PCT. 
Treasure Hunt membership drive will be April 
15th. Continental breakfast and Taco Bar Sunday, 
Saturday evening pot luck and spaghetti. Need 
volunteers to help coordinate rig parking. 

Meeting Adjourned:  at 8:25 pm.  
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The students at Warner Springs FFA made a couple of metal mules. We use them for education on 
“packing” and we will bring to the Treasure hunt for anyone that wants a refresher from the pack clinic, or just 
play. The students did mine special!! That’s Sherry Freeman. Great job. For those of you that would like to 
support the FFA dept there is a fundraiser in April. We have the flyer in this newsletter. 

Mike has been working on the pack saddle and we will be bringing pics and raffle tickets to all events till 
drawing on Christmas ride. Whoo Hoo. Awesome, thanks Mike.The next monthly meeting will be at the Little Red 
Schoolhouse in Anza at 7pm on April 12th. Cya there 

 

*For your convenience,  all board members contact information is on the 1st page of each newsletter 

(Continued from page 1) 
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www.RedShankRiders.com 

Los Caballos Riders has reserved the Cuyamaca Group Camp and has a few reservations available 
July 18-23    $125.00 per horse 

Call Mike Downer for reservation and info 951-766-5454 
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Here is some information on Winter Blanketing that may surprise you. 
Reprint from RSR FB Page originally from Big Sky Morgan Horse Association (Submitted by Stacy Kuhns) 
 
This is the result of a multi-year study done by CSU, using state of the art thermal detection equipment. Colorado State 
University is widely considered to be one of the top three equine veterinary schools in the country: 
Blanketing horses is one of the worst things that you can do to a horse in the winter. Horses have the ability to 
loft and lower their coats to 17 different levels, so it's like exchanging 17 different thermal weights of 
blankets off and on them all day and night, depending on what they need- except that we don't know what they 
need as well as they do. Their 'self-blanketing' process works a little like 'chill bumps' do in our own skin. 
That's why long-haired horses may seem fluffier on some days than on others. Only three things make the 
'self-blanketing' process not work: blanketing, clipping, and wind. Not even snow or rain stops their own 
thermostats from doing the job. Also horses are in 'neutral' (meaning not using energy for either heating or 
cooling) when the air around them is between 26 and 38 degrees. Otherwise, they're using energy to control 
their temps. So- since they're cooling their bodies when the temp is over 38 degrees, they're having to use 
extra energy to cool themselves when blanketed in temperatures over that. Any time a horse that is outside 
and has a long coat is shivering, it's because the horse has opted to shiver to warm itself, instead of using the 
option of moving. Moving generates a considerable amount of heat for a horse, but they sometimes stand and 
shiver while napping, etc. It does not mean that they need to be blanketed. However- a horse MUST have a way 
to get out of the wind in order for their 'self-blanketing' abilities to function fully. It turns out that blanketing 
is done more for pleasing the human, than to fill a need of the horse. The horse blanket industry has done a 
great job of making us think that their product is a necessary part of good horse keeping- when it is actually an 
item that is very seldom needed. 
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Rattlesnake Avoidance Clinic for Dogs on April 20-21 
This clinic is a safe, humane and proven way to teach your dog to avoid rattlesnakes.   

For more info contact: Elin Motherhead 18575 Vista De Montanas, Murrieta, CA 92562 

1-951-677-9849  

elinmotherhead1@verizon.net 

This Clinic is taught by professional dog and snake handlers. 

The Santa Rosa Plateau Riding Club is the event Sponsor 

Rattlesnake Vaccines by ‘Dr. Bob’ on 4/21 on the Santa Rosa Plateau in Murrieta 

 8 



 

www.RedShankRiders.com 
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Apri l  2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12  RSR General 
Meeting 

13 14  Pre-Treasure 
Hunt Ride Potluck 

15  Treasure Hunt 
Ride  

16 17 18 19 20  Rattlesnake 
Avoidance Clinic 
for Dogs 

21  Rattlesnake 
Avoidance Clinic 
for Dogs 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      



RedShank Riders 

   BCHC  

P.O. BOX 383  

Aguanga, Ca 92536  

Objectives and Purpose of the 
Backcountry Horsemen of California 
from the BCHC Bylaws 

• To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and 
meadows; to advocate good trail manners. 

• To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation. 

• To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or 
management plans related to government regulations of the backcountry. 

• To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those 
persons interested in recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry. 

• To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on 
backcountry trails. 
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