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Happy May Everyone
Wow! Did we have a great ride on B.M.W. or
what? I love that area each time I have the
privilege of getting out there. Thanks so much to
Cathy for hosting. Is there anywhere you would
like to ride? Somewhere you have heard about.
Send us an email request. There may be someone
in the group who knows the trail and would love to
host that ride for you.
You may have some questions or comments about
the Red Shank Riders, the BCHC, or even general
equine questions, please email us. We have enough
experts among us that I can likely find someone
with at least an opinion.
We have the “Train The Trainer” Clinic coming up
with Tom and Stacey. Spaces are limited so get
signed up. Look for detailed info further in the
newsletter.
The theme that won the vote for “ANZA DAYS
this year is DISNEY: I’ve heard a few awe shucks
but hey if that’s what the town wants let’s give them the best Disney parade on July 2 nd we can muster up. Put
your thinking caps on and let’s have some FUN. This is our town, lets support it!
We had a good booth at Ricardo’s grand opening and sold some Lucky Calendars. Trail Angel Mary’s PCT
function was also a success, we sold a few more Lucky Calendars there. I don’t know who all has been
helping out but thanks to all who have been involved in supplying water to the dry Tule Springs for the hikers.
You know for years I hear people talk about other folk’s horses and by horses I include all equines. It seems
many of us get stuck on our favorite breed and the kind of riding each of us happens to enjoy. The Quarter
Horse folks don’t like the Arabians; the Arabian folks don’t think the Quarter Horse folks are smart enough to
train Arabians. The gaited horse folks think the non-gaited are too slow, and those Mules are so damn
stubborn. Hmm, am I starting to sound like the begats in the Bible? From my point of view, there is no such
thing as a bad breed. There are exceptional horses to very bad horses and everything in between in every
breed. The biggest difference is us and the type of riding we do. Most breed can do well on the trail to a
certain point until you get into some extreme situations and even then most will do fine.
From what I have seen in the past couple of years my opinion is this: mules seem to excel on the more rugged
trails. Far surpassing the majority of other breeds for endurance is the Arabian. For speed or cattle work the
Quarter Horse excels; if you’re racing or jumping the Thoroughbred is hard to beat. When pulling or driving,
you have your light horse breeds with Standardbred, and the heavy horse or draft breeds. Even the minis can
be exceptional behind the cart. If comfort and covering ground is your game, I would recommend gaited
horses. My gaited horse can and will walk as slow as I need him to, all I have to do is ask.

ADOPT A HIGHWAY
Cathy Firth
(951) 551-9711
outwest39@hotmail.com

I hope the next time you find yourself thinking a little negative about someone else’s particular choice of
breed you take a step back, think about what that particular breed is really good for and admire them for that.
We all love our own horse and that’s how it should be but we can take a moment and admire another’s horse
as well. If you’re not familiar with the particular qualities of a certain breed, ask the owner, we all know all
the good points of our favorite horse.

RIDE COORDINATOR
Cindy Hay
(760) 831-9106
cndhay@hotmail.com

I’m hoping the sharing of my point of view will affect some of you with an appreciation for the other breeds
whether you ever want one or not. The next time you hear someone talking badly about a particular breed I
hope you close your mind to it, think back and realize just how silly those comments really are.

Redshank Riders
P.O. Box 383
Aguanga, CA 92536

See you on the Trail,
Your President, Greg Bruce
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Redshank Riders Meeting Minutes (draft)
Thursday, April 14, 2016

Location: The Little Red Schoolhouse
Meeting called to order 6:57 pm

Attendance: Mary Ann Puett, Ed Puett, Allison Renck,
Mary Jo Malone, Cindy Hay, Cathy Haun Firth, Thomas Firth,
Allison Cornell, Michael Lewis, Greg Bruce, Bobbi Harris,
Susan Gonzales, Robert Drewery, Mimi Brown, Anne York,
Stacy Kuhns, Audrey Turpin, Ron Lawson, Dave Potter, Alison
Blankenfeld, Carol Schmuhl, Jack Peckham, Gretchen
Peckham, Susan Blankenfeld

map, local information and Leave No Trace reminders

 Parking area still needs some work
 Details for the installation and celebration are still to be
discussed

written

Web Tech/Newsletter Editor: Rhonda - No Report
Old Business:
1. Sloan Lake Gold Shot Mine Loop Trail ride on March 26 th
had a poor turn out due to bad weather. Instead some of the
attendees rode the PCT south of Paradise Corner for an
enjoyable ride. Future discussion will be had on attempting
the Sloan Lake Gold Mine Loop Trail again.
2. Text List – reminder to please send your cell phone
information to Rhonda so she can add all members to the
texting list for alerts and reminders.
3. Cowboy Days – report given by Susan Blankenfeld

Treasurer’s report 2) Treasurer' s r eport - Allison Cornell
beginning balance was $5,490.56, revenue of $656.20 and
Expenses of 192.37 for and Ending balance of $5,924.69.

New Business:
Poker Ride Funder Raiser report given by Allison Renck

New Members - Mary Joe Malone and Mimi Brown
Secretary's report - given by Mary Ann Puett – approved as

Historian’s Report: No activity for the Historian’s Report
Public Lands: Allison Renck:

-first meeting decisions - theme (Halloween – Ghosts,
Goblins & Witches and a Horse or two, Oh MY!)

 Gordon Pratt (UCR entomologist) was awarded a grant from

-cost for use of Anderson Ranch is a 1-year family
membership

The Wilderness Society on behalf of The High Country
Conservancy to enhance a trail and habitat for Quino
Checkerspot butterflies in the Beauty Mountain Wilderness.
This is a small grant and involves volunteers as the main
source of labor. The first phase of the grant is to remove
invasive grasses (yes, weeding). It isn't too bad, since the
roots don't have to be removed and we are doing this soon
before the seeds go to head and it gets hot. The next phases of
the grant will involve distributing butterfly-friendly seeds and
then monitoring. On April 21st and 28th, you will have an
opportunity to enjoy our 2009-designated Beauty Mountain
Wilderness and help the beautiful Quino Checkerspot
butterfly. We will meet in Anza on Hwy 371 at Diner 371 at
9am. If you have a high-clearance vehicle, please bring
it. We will car caravan and carpool from the meeting
site. You should bring gloves, hats, etc. Lunch and drinks
will be provided. As if you needed more incentives, you will
receive a potted native plant and native plant seeds in the Fall
at the Native Plant sale—free! Please rsvp, since lunch and
drinks will be provided( by April 17th)

-Allison to make up flyers
-Costume Contest – Jackie Hare in charge – Jack Peckham
to judge
-Need to have a Membership Booth manned at this event
-Mary Ann Puett in charge of raffle items for fundraiser
-Gretchen and Jack Peckham to supply maps and mark the
trail
-Still working on the pricing details
-Still working on the food details

-Camping overnight available
-Gretchen Peckham to be in charge of the ride stops
-Jack Peckham to alert the Fire Department of the event
-Still working on entertainment options
-Still working on a raffle

Membership Report: Carol Schmuhl - 65 total memberships
(95 total persons, 30 families, 29 individuals, 5 associates and 1
patron)

-Still working on registration

 2 expired membership during March 2016 and 4 expiring

-Still working on Clean-up crew




during April 1 new member signed up at Trail Town meeting
Membership Booth will need volunteers at the Art Show
4/30/2016
Membership Booth will need volunteers at Cowboy Days
5/14/2016

Rides: No report at this time
Adopt-a-Highway: Cathy Firth— Next event will be in June.
Kiosk: Mike Lewis  some continuing issues getting language for the kiosk
translated by the Cahuilla Indians
 details of the two sides of the kiosk were shared to include the

-Still working on prizes

Motion to adjourn by Carol Schmuhl and seconded by Ed
Puett. Greg called the meeting adjourned

Speaker Presentation given by Thomas Firth and
Stacy Kuhns on
OUR BEAUTY MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS
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EVENTS COMING UP IN 2016
May 26-29 - Mule Days in Bishop - if you have never been to this event you are really missing something.
BCHC will again have a booth and be part of the Saturday parade.
June 4-5 - Leave No Trace Trainer Course—At Fobes Ranch—see flyer on page 3
June 4 - National Trails Day—More info will be available as the day draws near.

Tule Trail Head Ride

Attention All Redshank Riders Members
Come to Redshank Events and be entered to win prizes and money at the end of 2016
It’s easy to get involved!
At every Redshank Event there will be tickets available, put your name on that ticket and you will be entered
to win.
Tickets will be available at all events. These include; highway clean-up, monthly meetings, monthly rides,
work parties, fund raisers and pack-ins. So come on out to help and you may get something a little extra
special at our year end Christmas party.
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Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for off trail use in Natural &
Cultural Preserves and Reserves
The California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) proposes to adopt the
proposed regulations described below after considering all comments, objectives,
and recommendations regarding the proposed action.
This rulemaking action clarifies and makes specific the authority for regulating
off-trail use in Natural Preserves, Cultural Preserves, State Cultural Reserves, and
State Natural Reserves within the California State Park System. Specifically the
proposed regulations would prohibit all public use in these areas unless such use
is on a trail, boardwalk or other designated route of travel. The proposed
regulations are not required by federal law or regulations and there is no overlap
with federal law or regulation. These regulations will make it possible to better
protect sensitive natural and cultural resources.
Any interest person, or his or her authorized representative, may submit written
comments relevant to the proposed regulatory action to DPR. Comments may
also be submitted by facsimile (FAX) at (916) 324-0301 or by email
to trails@parks.ca.gov.
The written comment period closes at 5:00
p.m. on June 6, 2016. DPR will consider only comments received at DPR
offices by that time. Submit comments to:
Lisa Mangat, Director
California Department of Parks and Recreation
P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296
Copies of the Notice of Proposed Action, the Initial Statement of Reasons, and
the text of the regulations in underline and strikeout can be accessed through our
website at
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=27460.
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This is an ongoing issue. If you can help, please do.
Tule Spring, the only natural water source with high-quality water between Chihuahua Valley and
Highway 74, has failed. I confirmed that myself on Sunday. It is producing less than a liter per hour.
(It is possibly a clogged pipe, but the earliest it can be repaired is two weeks from now.) This is a
water source that has been critical to thru hikers for the past several years, as the drought has caused
at least one creek that would normally flow through late spring to dry up.
I am looking for volunteers to help me keep two water caches, one at the Tule Canyon Truck Trail
gate, and the second at my property that abuts the PCT, stocked during thru hiker season, until Tule
Spring can be brought back on line.
I am looking for one or more volunteers who could commit to "adopting" either the Tule Canyon
cache or my cache during the week. I can supply more info to anyone who is interested in taking
this on. At a minimum, a volunteer needs a truck and the ability to fill and lift jugs of water. (I can
provide access to a well near my property, as needed.)
Also, if anyone has either single-gallon or five-gallon jugs that have been used to hold potable water
only that you can contribute to this project, please let me know.
If you want to volunteer, or have questions, please contact me at pct145trailangelmary@gmail.com.
Thanks,
"Trail Angel" Mary"
Below are some photos of work already started in this area. Thanks Anne York!!!

Tom entering into the water tank.

Emptying the muck bucket

This is the water stash that Tom has been
replenishing daily for the hikers. — in Anza,
California.

The bad news: There is no water coming into the tank, so either the pipe is collapsed, or the spring is dry. There is water
in creek, and this is a major spring, so am leaning towards the collapsed pipe theory. Thanks to those who could come
out and help. Anne Cornell York, Bud Elmore & his son Buddy, Matt Dodge. - Tom Firth
To see more photos go to: http://redshankriders.com/ and scroll down to the photos.
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May 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

14 General

13

14

Meeting 7pm

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

June 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9 General

10

4—Leave No
Trace Trainer
Class
11

5—Leave No 6
Trace Trainer
Class
12
13

7

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Meeting 7pm
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Aguanga, CA 92536

P.O. BOX 383
BCHC
Redshank Riders

Objectives and Purpose of the
Backcountry Horsemen of California
from the BCHC Bylaws


To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and
meadows; to advocate good trail manners.



To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation.



To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or
management plans related to government regulations of the backcountry.



To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those
persons interested in recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry.



To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on
backcountry trails.

