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Presidents Message 

Well we have had a great month packing 
first Tom Cathy and I packed out a camp 
from Taquitz meadow then a large group 
of packed in the group for the fuller 
ridge project. Mike and Ray stayed a 
second day and finished the pack in. The 
potluck meeting was a huge success at 
Jack and Gretchen’s. Thanks again so 
much for hosting. 

Every once in a while in life an 
opportunity presents itself sometimes 
we go for it sometimes we don't. Well 
thanks to a new friend and also a new Redshank Rider, Dr. David Hadid, I found 
myself presented with a strange and wonderful opportunity. I say strange 
because of who I am.  I guess David saw something in me that he thought was 
worth sharing.  He asked me to give the Commencement speech for the 
graduating business administration class from the International University of 
California. Some of you may have already heard my speech as you let me practice 
it before a meeting. I have had some requests from others to share my speech so 
here it is: 

“Good evening everyone, howdy graduates, faculty, parents and friends. 

You know I've had a question in my mind all week and that question is ‘What do I 
have to offer you that you can take with you on your journey forward?’ 

You see, I am just a simple cowboy or some might call me a horseman. I have a 
basic education and a little college. My greatest education has been the university 
of life and the school of hard knocks. 

I’ve been employed in construction, I was great in marketing and I have owned a 
few small businesses, from a horseracing stable to an auto shop. I have been 
heavily invested in real estate; I was even a millionaire for a brief moment in time. 
I have been on the board of directors of many clubs and organizations through 
the years. Through it all one thing has remained consistent, I've always owned, 
loved and enjoyed horses. 

You chose to come to the United States to receive the education and opportunities 
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it has to offer. I also chose to come 
here, emigrating from Canada. Not for 
a formal education, I didn’t even put a 
whole lot of thought into it.  For me it 
was simply an opportunity that 
presented itself so I took it. That was 
over 30 years ago. Looking back, I have 
done well. 

Like many others, I have measured my 
success in dollars. Don’t get me wrong, 
having enough money definitely greases 
the wheels of life.  However, one of the 
greatest lessons life has taught me is 
that dollars are a very poor way to measure success. 

Money by itself is a weak foundation.  Think about foundations. To some it’s something solid for the 
building to stand on. To others it’s what you put into a great marriage or partnership or it might be a way 
you raise your children.  For me it is all of this as well as much of what I put into my horses before I get on to 
go for a ride. 

This is a great day in your lives; your education is a stepping-stone.  Some of the friendships you built here 
will last a lifetime, are more stones and today is the doorway to the next stepping-stone. These stones are a 
beginning to your strong, solid foundation. 

When I first got out of school and started working to make money, it seemed I could never earn enough. I 
admit I had a lot of fun for a while and I was always pretty darn good at whatever I got into and I never quit 
easily but it just seemed like much of what I did eventually fell apart in one way or another.  Why was this? 
Why did these keep happening? 

Well I believe it was because my foundation was weak. One of the many stones I was missing for my 
foundation was the knowledge of business. 

You see I learned it didn't matter how good I was at something or how hard I worked at it if I didn't partner 
it with a good, sound business approach eventually it would topple.   

Something I found a little odd or strange was that it did not seem to matter how bad things got or how far I 
fell I somehow always found a way to keep my horses. 

Notice how I keep saying this.  It took me years to figure out what was right in front of me all the time. 
What I finally figured out was my passion for horses was a huge solid stone in my foundation. 

So, now I embrace my passion and I am enjoying life more than I ever have. I don’t measure my success in 
dollars anymore. I measure it with who I am, what I do, how I do it and what I stand for. Guess what?  The 
money just seems to be there. 

Horses and life have taught me many lessons. Each of these lessons are a stepping-stone in my foundation. 
These stones are fairly stable on their own but for a solid foundation, you need mortar.   

So, what is the mortar in our lives? The mortar is your honor, it is your integrity, it is who and what you 
surround yourselves with. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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You see I come from a long line of Cowboys and Cowgirls and we were raised with a code of ethics.  These 
ethics are the mortar of my foundation and although there are many, I am going to share my top ten with 
you. 

1. Believe in and embrace your higher power. For me it’s God.  In down times it may be all you have to lean on. 

2. Love, honor, cherish and protect your family.  

3. Don’t be quick to make a promise. However, when you do give someone your word, KEEP IT.  Your 
handshake should be stronger than any contract any lawyer can draw up. 

4. Care about what others think and care about what others feel but make the right decision anyway. 

5. Respect all breeds of horse, there's good horses and bad horses in every breed and there are many 
breeds of horses.  The same goes for people. 

6. Be tough and decisive but be fair. 

7. If someone or something needs help, take a moment to help. In time, this will come back to you 10 fold. 

8. Do not judge others; it’s not your job. Everyone has something to teach you. 

9. Take pride in your work and all that you do.  

10. Take responsibility and never hide from it. Do what needs to be done even if it’s not pleasant.  I’m going 
to add one more:  

11. Do not be afraid to do something for free. The gift of you and your time is the best gift you can give. 

I mentioned earlier that I emigrated from Canada. At first, I didn’t realize there were so very many 
differences between the United States and Canada but I have grown to appreciate some differences and 
what this country has to offer. 

So what does this country have to offer? The United States has a great solid foundation and that foundation 
is the CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

 Why is this so important? 

Here we the people have guaranteed rights and guaranteed freedoms. 

Here we the people are sovereign and the government is here to serve us, not the other way around. 

These are things built right into our foundation.  We do have a problem and that is too many of we the 
people do not know what they have, there is too much apathy. Many are giving up their rights and 
freedoms. 

Each time we give up on one of our rights or one of our freedoms we are chipping away at the mortar of the 
foundation of this country. 

Whether you stay here, go home or find yourself somewhere else in the world I would ask you to think 
about foundations. The only things the stand the test of time are those built with a solid foundation. Thank 
you so much your honor. I am going to leave you with a Cowboy salute “the tip of the hat”.  This is a 
greeting a goodbye and a how ya doin? 

If each of you will place your finger on your cap and tip you head slightly, this is the Cowboy way of 
honoring each other.” 

I hope you all enjoyed my speech as much as I enjoyed presenting it. 
 

Yer Prez, Greg Bruce   

(Continued from page 2) 



 4 

 
HELPFUL RIDE HOSTING GUIDELINES  

by Cindy Hay 
 

Do you have a favorite riding trail that you would like to share with fellow members of the 
Redshank Riders?  Well, we are looking for “hosts” to share their favorite trail with us!   
 
The host is in charge of choosing a trail, riding that trail recently (to make sure it is safe), 
choosing a time, date and meeting place (suitable for trailer parking), making a flyer (with 
help), managing a little paperwork, oh, and actually hosting the ride.   
 
Host will need to identify the trail ride they are hosting with one of the following levels:  
 

Level I: Good for inexperienced riders/ horses. The terrain will be 
relatively level with no obstacles. Good exercise for out of shape horses 
and becoming familiar with riding in a group. Easy pace. 
 
Level II: This level will also be recommended for inexperienced rider and 
green horses. The terrain will be more demanding than level I with a few 
obstacles that can be easily crossed. Pace will be easy. 
 
Level III: This level is not recommended for the inexperienced rider/ 
green horses or out of shape horses. The terrain will be challenging and 
the pace quicker than level I-II. The obstacles will not be suited for green 
horses. However the average rider and horse will have no problem with 
this level. 
 
Level IV: This level will be more suited for the advanced rider and horse. 
The terrain will be moderate - difficult at times. The obstacles will be safe 
for the calm experienced horse and rider only. Your horse will have to be in 
good physical shape and should be shod. 
 
Level V: This level would be considered advanced for horse/ rider. The 
terrain will be moderate to difficult. The obstacles will be considered 
hazardous with an out of control horse. The pace will be steady, long and 
demanding at times. Your horse must be in top condition and be shod. 

Many of the Board members are familiar with the local trails, and can help you decide what 
level is appropriate for your ride.   

Doesn’t this sound like something you would like to do?!  If you are interested in hosting a 
ride, contact the trail ride coordinator for the Redshank Riders to get started on setting up 
your ride.  
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String Trail Ride  May 21st  
Our group of six rode out at 9:00.  We were Greg Bruce, his friend Dr. Dave, Nyna & Charlie Cheek and 
Gretchen & Jack Peckham. It was a beautiful day, a little hot but we had a nice breeze to keep us 
comfortable. We rode out a section of the trails that Gretchen & I had cleared just for this ride. It has a few 
challenging sections going in and out of some steep canyons. The second half was the last leg of the poker 
ride. The ride ended up being 5 miles & took us just 2 hours and was uneventful. We were back at the rigs 
at 11:00. 

Gretchen & I would like to thank those that showed up as we put a lot of work into getting these old 
overgrown trails back in shape to ride. 

 

Hosted by  

Jack & Gretchen Peckham 

MISSION CREEK PACK IN 

STRING TRAIL RIDE 

Photos by the Peckhams 
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ACTION ALERT—Backcountry Horsemen of California Redshank Riders Unit Opposes  H.R.1349 - To amend the 
Wilderness Act to ensure that the use of bicycles, wheelchairs, strollers, and game carts is not prohibited in Wilderness Areas, and 
for other purposes. 115th Congress (2017-2018)  
Some of the reason include; 
1. Wilderness trails cannot sustain wheeled use 
2. Wilderness trails are single track trails that often have very limited visibility which could create dangerous situations if wheeled 
transport is going at fast speeds 
3. Wilderness was designated  in 1964 to preserve the wild areas of our county, so mankind can experience nature away from the 
constant noise of mankind. 
4. Those that have difficulty accessing wilderness because of disabilities have the option of using horse transportation. Research 
has shown people with disabilities experience a decrease in anxiety and growth in confidence when introduced to horseback riding.  
Here is a sample letter in Opposition to HR 1349 which would allow wheeled transport on wilderness land.  Please write your own 
personal letter (with your own personal flavor and words) or email or call your local congressional representative to oppose this 
bill.   

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1349/committees  

 

Thank you, Allison Renck 

Redshank Riders Unit Public Lands Chairperson 

 

Tom McClintock  

(202) 225-2511  - https://mcclintock.house.gov/contact/email-me 

2312 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

 

Duncan Hunter 

202) 225-5672  - https://hunter.house.gov/contact-me/email-me 

2429 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

SAMPLE LETTER:  

Dear Congressmen McClintock and Hunter, 

As the Public Lands Chairperson of the Backcountry Horsemen of California, Redshank Riders Unit, located in Anza 
California, I was asked to write this letter in opposition of your Bill HR1349. Our Unit represents 87 members that are 

opposed to this bill. Our organization is made up of likeminded people that do three things: 

1. Help preserve trails by doing volunteer trail work by packing in supplies, or getting out with shovels and doing the 
labor intensive hard work of building and maintaining trails 

2. We also educate trail users about outdoor ethics and teach the skills of “Leave No Trace” so both front country and 
backcountry areas of public lands can be preserved in their natural state. 

3. We enjoy the use of our trails.  

The 1964 Wilderness Act was painstakingly created in a manner to purposely leave “Wilderness Areas” unimpaired for 
future use as wilderness, and to provide for the protection of these areas, as well as the preservation of their wilderness 
character. The Act defines wilderness as an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, 
where man himself is a visitor who does not remain. It is an area of undeveloped federal land retaining its primeval 
character and influence without permanent improvements and with the imprint of man’s work substantially 
unnoticeable. It also does not allow any form of mechanical transport within the wilderness.   

With the introduction of your bill, our unit believes that the ushering in of wheeled “mechanical transport” into 
America’s wilderness will substantially affect the wilderness character. This will occur because the trails in the 
wilderness were never intended for wheeled transport, and were not built to sustain this type designation. Wilderness 
trails were never designed to be more then small, single track trails. They were never made for heavy, sustained use. 
With the backlog of  trail maintenance the Forest Service currently faces, these trails would be degraded to a point 
where they would be unsustainable if wheeled transport was allowed. This, in and of itself would cause trails to be 
closed in wilderness areas, that most likely would never be opened again. 

According to research, wheeled conveyances have legal access to approximately 98% of the public trails. Our Unit of 
Backcountry Horsemen of California is only asking that the remaining 2% of the trails be kept as a wilderness 
experience in which the Wilderness Act carefully set forth in 1964. A place where people can get away from our fast 
paced, cell phone driven, mechanical society for a few hours or days to see the beauty of the United States of America  

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1349/committees
https://mcclintock.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://hunter.house.gov/contact-me/email-me
https://hunter.house.gov/contact-me/email-me
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Idyllwild 

Crew Restock 

Pack-in 

July 24th 

 “Our ride was to supply a trail conservation camp up above Idyllwild. We had 7 mules, 2 horses, and  5 people. They set up 

camp up there every summer and work on the Pacific Crest Trail and our group are among the packers that haul supplies up to 

their camp.”  Gretchen Peckham 

Jack, Snip & Dusty!!! 

The Camp. 

 

To the Camp. 

Dusty, Mike, Greg & friends. 

Photos shared on Facebook by Gretchen, 
Jack and Greg. THANK YOU! 
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Redshank Riders 

   BCHC  

P.O. BOX 383  

Aguanga, CA 92536  

Objectives and Purpose of the 
Backcountry Horsemen of California 
from the BCHC Bylaws 

 To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadows; to 
advocate good trail manners. 

 To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation. 

 To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or management 
plans related to government regulations of the backcountry. 

 To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those persons interested 
in recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry. 

 To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on 
backcountry trails. 


