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President’s Message 

It has been a couple of months 
since my last president's message 
and I apologize.  Good intentions 
do not get things done. My goal 
was to get every presidents out on 
time and I have failed in that 
effort.  Sometimes what appears 
easy in the beginning of the year 
becomes more difficult later on. 
As usual, much has happened 
since our last newsletter.  We have 
made 4 trips to Fuller Ridge for 
the State Park trail project at Deer Spring, worked with the Trail Gorillas to do 
a log out around Black Mountain, worked with Andy Smith, FS, and ACE crew 
to do a log out on the Spitler Peak trail.  The top of my list so far this year 
would be the R5 Wilderness Ranger Academy near Big Bear. Jack Peckham 
and myself had the opportunity to instruct and certify a number of crosscut saw 
students including the BCHC FS packing intern, Kristiann Morrison.  It looks 
like she was a good choice and hope she does well. She also agreed to speak at 
next years Rendezvous about her experience with the Forest Service. There 
were around 35 students in all and the weather was perfect. Jack and Gretchen 
Peckham got the opportunity to work with the Trail Gorillas on a PCT project 
near Hwy 74 the other day. Way to go guys and keep up the good 
work.  Speaking of the PCT, they will be having a number of one and two day 
Trail Skills Colleges in our area this fall that include: 

 Sept. 29-30: Crew leader training, Whitewater Preserve 

 Oct. 27: 201 or 203 course, near Hwy 74 

 Oct. 28: Scout/Steward training, Paradise Chapter area (This is our area) 

 Nov. 10: 201 or 203 course, LA Gateway Chapter area 

 Nov. 18: Scout/Steward training, Cajon pass 
 
If interested, go to pcta.org, click on the volunteer tab, trail skills colleges, 
southern California trail skills college, to see which ones are available. We are 
also working on putting together a First aid / CPR class in the next few months. 
Minimum class size is 10.  We will also once again be having a packing clinic / 
education day September 8 at the Old Veil Ranch Headquarters by Winchester 
West Saddlery. Specifics at next meeting which will be a potluck at Stacy 
Kuhns home in Lake Riverside Estates (see flyer on pg. 2) . Hope to see 
everyone there.  
Michael Lewis 

 

http://www.pcta.org
http:www.pcta.org
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Due to work conflicts and member vacations there were no meeting minutes 

for June (no meeting) or July. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

This newsletter is for you, our members.  If you would like to share some photos or a story please send them to your newsletter 

editor, Rhonda at redshank.webmaster@gmail.com 

(Please note that items submitted may need to be OK’d for publication by the current unit president and will be used as space  
allows.) 
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The Land and Water Conservation Fund 

As Backcountry Horsemen of California Members, it is imperative that you 

remember this fund and remember if your US congressmen and senators support 

this fund. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund is a federal program that was established 

by congress in 1965 to provide funds and matching grants to federal, state and 

local government for the acquisition of land and easements on land and water for 

the benefit of all Americans. The funds main objective is to fund monies to 

protect recreational areas and national treasures. Currently many of the grants are 

funding nature areas in urban areas to increase access to recreational 

opportunities for inner city residents. 

The money allocated by congress comes from fees paid to Bureau of Ocean 

Ecology Management, Regulation and Enforcement. The citizens of the United 

States pay no taxes to fund this program. In the past congress has often diverted 

the LWCF funds to other purposes, leaving a smaller amount for grants, but it 

has never stopped the fund. 

There is intense competition for this funding for projects. Each year the monies 

are awarded unusually to those projects with presidential recommendation and 

universal both parties congressional support. The fund was only authorized for a 

25 year program in 1965, I assume because they believed a better program might 

be developed to fund obtainment of recreational lands, but so far no other 

funding avenue has been developed. This year Congressman Briggs from Utah 

started a bill to stop this fund but it failed and the fund is once again supported 

for a year. 

Backcountry Horsemen of California and America report that it is imperative that 

this fund stay in place, for without it many easements and trails will not exist.  

Respectfully submitted  
Allison Renck 
Redshank Riders Public Lands Chairperson 
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Redshank Riders 

   BCHC  

P.O. BOX 383  

Aguanga, CA 92536  

Objectives and Purpose of the 
Backcountry Horsemen of California 
from the BCHC Bylaws 

 To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadows; to 
advocate good trail manners. 

 To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation. 

 To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or management 
plans related to government regulations of the backcountry. 

 To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those persons interested 
in recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry. 

 To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on 
backcountry trails. 


