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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello Folks, the fall has finally arrived.
That means cooler weather, pumpkin
patches, trick or treaters, football games, and
Thanksgiving dinner. It also means less day
light for riding. So get out early or be
prepared for the twilight by having a
flashlight, glow sticks, and bright clothing
with reflective stripping.
The ongoing saga regarding the use of EBikes on federal public lands continues.
BCHA is partnering with several other
concerned groups to oppose E-Bikes from
being universally authorized on nonmotorized trails within our national parks,
national forests, and on BLM public lands.
National Public Land day was September 28. Redshank participated
by picking up "trigger trash" at Cary Road and Tule Peak Road.
Although the turnout was small, we were mighty, picking up ammo
casings, broken glass, and wood scraps. We definitely left the area
cleaner.
The BCHC has formulated a Strategic Plan, which includes
improving our membership recruitment and overall safety for both
members and non-members. At the October State meeting, several key
proposals will be voted on. More to come in the November newsletter.
Upcoming events include a member ride in Apple Canyon hosted by
Diana and Art Souza (date to be determined possibly early November)
and our annual Christmas Dinner and gift exchange to be held at the
Garner Valley Commons on Saturday, December 1st at 11:30.

So, have a great October, enjoy the fall festivities, and remember we
would love to see you at the Little Red School House for a Redshank
meeting.
Happy Trails Charlie Cheek

1

OCTOBER 2019 ~ Fall is Here!

REDSHANK RIDERS GENERAL MEETING MINUTES (DRAFT)

September 12, 2019
Little Red School House, Anza, CA
7:00pm – 8:25pm
Next Meeting: October 10th



Members present: Charlie Cheek, Nyna Cheek, Doug
Hay, Cindy Hay, Allison Renck, Gail McCreight, Mike
Lewis, Greg Bruce, Ali & Susan Blankfeld, Audrey
Turpin, Stacy Kuhns

President Charlie Cheek opened the meeting at 7 pm with
flag salute
.

Education Report: by Stacy Kuhns &Tom Fir th

Cleanup/repair of Fobes Kiosk –Brief discussion
regarding shooters. Tom states that people can
legally shoot, unless someone is going up the
road.

Wilderness Rider Training Course – Tom and
Nyna were in charge

@ Granite Creek Campground was August 20 25.

Ten Students. Great class, everyone clicked, went
well!

The bar was raised by creative ideas and great
games

Rat bait was found, possibly for nearby “weed
farm”

Reports:
Secretary’s report: Cindy Hay
 August minutes were emailed to members prior to
meeting. Motion to accept minutes as written by
Allison Renck, seconded by Gretchen Peckham.
Unanimously accepted.








Treasures Report: Nyna Cheek
June 2019
Beginning Balance - $8,114.92
Revenue - $529.50
Expenses - $50.00
Net Gain/loss - $529.50
Closing Balance - $8,644.42
July 2019
 Beginning Balance - $8,644.42
 Revenue - $351.00
 Expenses - $0.00
 Net Gain/loss - $351.00
 Closing Balance - $8,995.42

Ride Coordinator Report: Gr etchen Peckham

Possible ride in Apple Creek (with fun activities),
near Hurkey Creek, in November. Hosted by Art
and Diana.

No Poker Ride this fall. Considering spring.
Agency Representative/Packing: Mike Lewis
 Recently felling trees at Saddle Junction
 Will haul a re-glazed window to Tahquitz Peak
 Devils Slide: The ACE crew had made a nice dirt
path for trail access.
 Pack trips begin in 1 ½ weeks
Old Business
A. E-bikes in the backcountry – another update (Charlie)
1. Hunters like e-bikes, Mountain Bikers don’t like
them
2. The claim is “batteries are not motors”
3. 2. Charlie discussed the “Mule” E bikes: can go
30mph for 40 miles, can carry deer, can climb a
60 degree angle, have 5” tires, $5000.00 (1/3
cost), can pedal too
4. What will happen with LNT principals, and
emergency etiquette?
B. Fall ride – Apple Canyon, Diana and Art (previously
discussed)
C. BCHC background check for youth activities (Life
Scan Fingerprinting) (Stacy)

Membership Report: Nyna Cheek
 Need a new membership chair person
 Total memberships = 71
 Family = 25
 Individual = 26
 Associate = 4
 Beneficiaries = 1
 Mt. Whitney=1
 Affiliates=14 (expiring this month)
Adopt a Highway Report: Cathy Haun-Firth
Absent—No Report


motor vehicles, allowing them access to trails. The
National Park Service may think it will keep people off
the National Park trails.
National Public Lands Day –
 9/28 near Pinyon at the Shumway Ranch, from 912. May be great for 4h.
 9/28 RSR NPLD Cleanup day: 8-11. Cary R and
Tule Peak Rd in Anza. Information will be sent
to Rhonda for member notification. Volunteers
should bring empty plastic bags, water, sun
protection, gloves

Public Lands Report: Allison Renck
Troy and Thor’s “E-bike Updated Information and
Action Alert” to Backcountry Horsemen Members.
Encourages members to write letters to the National
Park Service and Tahoe National Forest to oppose ebikes on non-motorized trails. The Secretary of the
Interior has instructed agency heads to revise
regulations to exempt all e-bikes from the definition of

(Continued on page 3)
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1. Annual business membership is $50.00,
membership includes rental of the Little Red
Schoolhouse. Cost to rent the Schoolhouse is $30.00/
visit. The $50.00 membership fee would be credited.
Stacy proposed paying the $50.00
1. membership fee, Ron seconded. Approved by all.
2. Christmas meeting, potluck, voting and venue
2. Tentative date is December 1st
3. “Garner Valley Commons” – Ron L will confirm
venue

(Continued from page 2)

1. Three Items will be voted on at the Board Meeting
in Santa Nella during the October meeting. Stacy
will send out documents via email. Members can
review the documents; send questions or
comments to Stacy, with reference of the policy
number and line item. Must be received by
September 21.
2. Stacy will vote at the Board Meeting per our unit
choice. We get one vote.
3. The 3 documents are:
i. BCHC Youth activities background check
requirement policy
ii. BCHC Custodian of Records (COR) policy
iii. BCHC Youth activities policy
D. BCHC.inc – Proposed Strategic Priority Objectives
E. Membership Survey – new member recruitment
(Charlie)
1. A survey was available at Rendezvous, handed out,
seen and completed by Jack.
2. We suggested a new member packet at a prior
meeting
3. Charlie shared some of the mid-valley unit packet
new membership packet ideas
4. BCHC has recruitment and retention information
that can be sent to new members, with a welcome
letter signed by the unit president.

Events and Activities

A. Pomona Horse Expo – looking for presenters for
Trail Symposium
1. Charlie got an email from Mike Williams,
Santa Ana River Unit: Bill Moser is in charge of
organizing presenters. Any individual interested in
participating contact Bill @ 714-336-7760 or
moser553@gmail.com
B. Officers training – Stacy
1. January 11th, RSVP required
2. Traveling Board”: Each state officer will
come to meetings to communicate
3. Casino Hotel may be open!

Motion To Close The Meeting At 8:25pm By Jack P and
New Business
A. Intern Julia Hower, will attend November meeting to seconded By Ron L
discuss her experiences with BCHC.
B. Anza Civic Improvement League membership – Nyna

VOLUNTEER NEEDED
We still have an opening for the Membership Chairperson position. The list of board
members is on the cover sheet of this newsletter. If you are interested in volunteering for
this spot please contact a board member or better yet - come to the next General Meeting
to show your support.

Attn: Members
If you are interested in hosting a
trail ride please contact our Ride
Coordinator, Gretchen Peckham

to discuss it.
Email:

BCHC has partnered with
Riding Warehouse to give our
members a 15% discount!
Ask your Unit Secretary for the
discount code!

ridecoordinator@redshankriders.com

www.bchcalifornia.org

Ph.: 951-763-4249
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BCHA is
asking for
articles,
pictures,
and videos
of activities
we are
doing here
in
California.
Share some
video or
photos
along with
a story of
great
things you
are doing
for BCHC
with our
unit.

On Sunday November 3rd don’t forget to set your clocks BACK 1 HOUR
Thanks to Carol Schmuhl for sharing this cartoon. . .
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Prevent Electric Bikes on Non-Motorized Trails
Secretary of Interior Declares: A Motor is Not a Motor
September 2019
On August 29th, 2019, the Secretary of the Department of Interior (DOI) issued Secretarial Order 3376, titled
“Increasing Recreational Opportunities through the use of Electric Bikes.” The Order applies to all DOI agencies—
the National Park Service, BLM, and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Essentially, it orders the agencies to adopt
policies that declare electric bikes (e-Bikes) a non-motorized trail use. It states: E-bikes shall be allowed where
other types of bicycles are allowed; E-bikes shall not be allowed where other types of bicycles are prohibited
(Section 4(b)(c)).

Wilderness Areas Exempt

The Order does not, and cannot by law, apply to trails in federally-designated Wilderness areas. Yet e-Bikes soon
could be sharing backcountry trails with horsemen. The U.S. Forest Service is also considering policy changes
that would yield a similar result. Yet, by enshrining falsehoods into agency policy comes the risk of creating a
slippery slope with respect to what type of machines might be allowed anywhere.
Worse of all, the Department never provided the public an opportunity to comment on this Order. It’s the result
of behind-closed-door negotiations with lobbyists representing bike and electric motor manufacturers. The
opinion BCHA, hikers, hunters, anglers, etc. was not sought or deemed important.

Background

To date, e-Bikes have been marketed primarily as an option for city commuters or as an alternative form of
transportation or outdoor recreation for the elderly. Yet the e-Bike you’re bound to see on the trail is a different
beast: envision a beefy mountain bike with a thick down tube and a slightly larger crank case.
They are called electric mountain bikes (eMTBs) and the motor is barely detectable. Inside the frame is a
rechargeable battery capable of accelerating its rider to speeds up to 28 mph, with current ranges from 50-75
miles. Some, like the makers of the Optibike (www.optibike.com), claim a range of 180 miles.
The Secretarial Order applies to the current three classes of e-Bikes (Class 1, 2 and 3), where Class 2 uses throttle
-assist, like a motorcycle—no pedaling required—and Class 3 is capable of achieving speeds of 28 mph before the
motor assist kicks off. This brings into serious question whether law enforcement officials on federal public lands
could effectively enforce these subtleties out among our trails.
Now, in addition to scanning the hillsides ahead of us for descending mountain bikes, will horsemen and women
soon need to constantly scan the trail behind us—no matter how steep the slope we are ascending?

BCHA Leading the Charge

BCHA helped sound the alarm in late June. We were quickly joined by our partners, including The Wilderness
Society (TWS), the American Hiking Society, and the Pacific Crest Trail Association. We submitted a letter in late
July to agency leaders that carried the support and signatures of over 60 regional and national trail- and
recreation-oriented organizations, plus a listing of 30 BCH states and 196 chapters. It expressed, in no uncertain
terms, our unified opposition to any change in agency policy that would authorize e-Bikes, which clearly are
motorized vehicles, on non-motorized trails.
We issued a joint press release on August 30, 2019, immediately upon posting of the Secretarial Order. It
garnered national media attention via the Associated Press and other outlets. We also issued a joint press release
with Backcountry Hunters & Anglers, which was covered by the media in Cody, WY.

How Might this Play Out?
What does the Secretarial Order mean for the multi-use trails that horsemen and women currently enjoy? It’s
hard to gauge at the moment. Here is a break-down by federal agency.
National Parks: It could force National Park Service superintendents to declare, via updates to the
“Superintendent’s Compendium,” that e-Bikes and eMTBs are authorized on trails where mountain biking is
(Continued on page 8)
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already allowed. That process does not require public input, but Superintendents would be wise to first do so if
they don’t initially reject the premise of the illogical Order.
The list of national park units that have mountain bikes trails is not long. But the policy change could represent a
game-changer in park units like Mammoth Cave National Park; Big South Fork National River and Recreation
Area; and the Chattahoochee River, Golden Gate, Santa Monica Mountains, and Whiskeytown national recreation
areas.
BLM Lands: Conversely, there are many trails on which mountain bikes are allowed at present on Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) lands, which are extensive throughout the 11 Western States. Yet existing BLM policy would
seem to prevent the instant authorization of motorized uses, like e-Bikes, on non-motorized trails. It appears the
agency would first have to enter into a public decision-making process, like a trails or travel plan on a case-bycase and site-specific basis, including full public involvement.
National Forests: Fortunately, the U.S. Forest Service resides within the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and not
within DOI. So the new Secretarial Order does not apply to the Forest Service. But the Forest Service has received
a similar level of lobbying by the same bike and electric motor lobbyists. Plus, the Secretary of Interior is applying
pressure to make the new e-Bike policy consistent among all federal land management agencies. BCHA and its
partners are not sitting by idly.
In early September, BCHA joined forces with TWS to demand that the Tahoe National Forest rescind its recent
action to allow Class 1 eMTBs on over 130 miles of non-motorized trails throughout the forest. The “decision”
was announced quietly and without any public scoping or public meetings. Even the local chapter of BCH
California, the Mother Lode Unit, and another local equine trails organization, were left in the dark, despite
maintaining good relations with Tahoe forest staff. Proponents of eMTBs hailed the Tahoe National Forest as a
“pilot” project among national forests, with more to come.

BCHA Prepared to Litigate

Our September 9 “demand letter,” submitted to the Tahoe National Forest by TWS, BCHA, BCH California, its
Mother Lode Unit and two other local organizations, lays out a legal case for why the action to allow eMTBs on
non-motorized trails was in violation of existing law and policy. It serves as a courtesy notice to our partners
within the agency to do the right thing by rescinding the illegal action and cease advertising on its website this
new regional, eMTB playground.
Litigation via the Federal Courts is the last thing BCHA would choose to do, particularly with a key partner like
the Forest Service. It strains relationships, represents an enormous sink of time and money, and does not always
yield the results we want, nor in the timeframe we might want, even if we were able to convince a federal judge of
our claims.
Electric bikes have their place on public lands. Moreover, they provide a segment of the public with opportunities
to explore and enjoy public lands who might not otherwise have such an opportunity.

Nonetheless, a motor is a motor is a motor. They have no place on non-motorized trails. The U.S. Forest Service
alone has 60,300 miles of legally designated motorized trails on which e-Bikes and eMTBs are currently allowed
(not roads, but actual trails). One can only hope for a rational solution. But if this one-sided favoritism persists,
the options for BCHA, our partners and for all trail users to be able to influence public lands policy will continue
to be very limited if we don’t act now.
R.Rasmussen, 9/23/19

Note: This document has multiple links containing more information, it is posted on BCHA website under Alerts at this
link: https://www.bcha.org/blog/category/alerts/
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Redshank Riders
BCHC
P.O. BOX 383
Aguanga, CA 92536

Objectives and Purpose of the
Backcountry Horsemen of California
from the BCHC Bylaws


To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadows; to
advocate good trail manners.



To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with livestock transportation.



To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or management
plans related to government regulations of the backcountry.



To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest of horsemen and those persons interested
in recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry.



To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on
backcountry trails.
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